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Making hospital a happier place through play and advocacy

We are delighted to have been given the green
light to return volunteers to CHI at Connolly, CHI
at Tallaght and Waterford in addition to those
who have already returned We already have our
play service operating in;

e CHI at Crumlin
CHI at Temple St
CHI at Tallaght (daytime OPD)
The NRH
OLOL Drogheda
Cork University Hospital
University Hospital Limerick (Saturday
mornings only)
e University Hospital Galway
» St. Luke’s Kilkenny

If you are fully vaccinated (with booster) and
interested in returning to volunteering over the
next few months get in touch with Elizabeth
elizabeth@childreninhospital.ie or 0877949291.
There are a few training modules to take online,
and for some, vetting and Children First certificates
to renew. We do not want these to be a deterrent
however, and offer plenty of support to complete
these steps!

CORPORATE PLAY PARTNERSHIPS

CIH are delighted to be involved in two corporate partnerships.
As part of their employee volunteering day Meta staff made up 90
canvas back packs containing crafts and toys, while Regeneron
Limerick are packing 2,500 play packs with a mixture of stickers,
activities, games and books including a pack for babies as part of
their “Days for Doing Good” Week.

If you know of a company looking for a volunteer opportunity or who
might like to get involved please ask them to contact us.
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CHRISTMAS CARDS

€5 for a pack of 6 beautifully illustrated cards by Irish artist
Heather McKay

Every purchase helps us put smiles on the faces of children in hospitals
y all over the country

To purchase a sel of cards
please visil
. childreninhospital.ie or email
tﬁ{fo@chtldrenmhospttal e
or call us on 01 2903510
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On 11th October CIH organised an webinar panel
discussion titled
Play in Hospital - For Resilience and Good Mental
Health.

The speakers; Catherine Matthews, Clinical Psychologist
in CHI Crumlin, Rachel Griffin, Play Specialist in Cork
University Hospital and Tracy Holmes, Parent of 3 with a
1 year hospital experience in CHI at Crumlin

The panel highlighted how play helps to build the
resilience of sick children and contributes towards good
mental health. It showcased the power of play and
celebrated the great work being done to support
children and families through play in hospital across the
country.

Quotes from the Play event speakers about our

volunteers,
I hever really used to like to the colour red but when
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our play volunteers come on the wards it is a great
colour to see coming.l can Feel myselll sigh, these
children are going to be getting o aiPr nhow, this whole
hew atmosphere is coming in' - Catherine Matthews,
Principal Clinical Psychologist, Children's Health Ireland at

Crumlin

'm getting a bit emotional just +hinl<inﬂ about it. They are
just amoazing They don'+ get enough credit. We really

§ wouldn't have got through our time in Crumlin without
= their services' - Tracy Holmes, Parent with one year
sexperience at Children's Health Irelond at Crumiin

Are you interested in the area of Autism and diversity? Why not go to
The National Youth Council of Ireland's website and explore their
'Working with Autistic young people - a new chapter for Access All Diversitg
Areas Diversity Toolkit'. Working with Autistic young people - For
access please click here,
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Sheila Wayman had two articles in
the Irish Times about CIH one
relating to funding and the other
to play week
Charity for volunteers providing
playtime for children in hospitals
loses Government funding. (link in
title)

The consultant nearly fell through
the floor — she had never heard
the child’s voice.

Children
In Hospital

Ireland (CIH)

OVERVIEW

* Advocating for the rights an
welfare of children in hospital

and their families OUR ADVOCACY
* Providing a volunteer play and CAMPAIGNS
wayfinding service in hospitals
across Ireland * Budget 2023 Campaign
« Developing tailored infarmation * Working Together for Families
and support services for parents with Children in Hospital
and carers Conference

* The Hidden Costs of Hospital
Parking Charges for Families
Report

FPOLICY SUBMISSIONS * Play in Hospital Week

EU Child Guarantee
National Policy Framework for
Children and Young People
UN Nations Committee on the
Rights of the Child
Oireachtas Social Protection
Committee + 4 meetings with elected
Budget 2023 Proposals representatives
+ 17 Parliamentary Questions GD
tabled on our behalf [e)ar (o)
* 2submissions made to the (_K ;]
Oireachtas Social Protection l-|——|_-|-J
MEDIA COVERAGE Committee

Extensive coverage across television,
radio and print media including

ENGAGEMENT WITH
POLICYMAKERS

* \irgin Media News

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
* The Pat Kenny Show

* [rish Times * Request to meet with us to learn
more about our advocacy work
* loin our campaign calling for a new
social protection payment to support
parents with children in hospital
S * Work to address the challenges

faced by children in hospital and their
families
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